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Focus on suburbs and social inclusionFocus on suburbs and social inclusion

Assessment criteriaAssessment criteria

The local design archetypesThe local design archetypes

The first London study area The first London study area -- in Hillingdonin Hillingdon



Unsustainability of suburbsUnsustainability of suburbs --

Economic dependencyEconomic dependency
Inadequate local servicesInadequate local services
Low levels of investmentLow levels of investment
Social polarizationSocial polarization
Poor social cohesion Poor social cohesion –– low local identity/distinctivenesslow local identity/distinctiveness
Social exclusionSocial exclusion
Unhealthy lifestylesUnhealthy lifestyles
Increased isolation and mental illnessIncreased isolation and mental illness
Low densities and large land take Low densities and large land take –– ““sprawlsprawl””
Lack of spatial continuity Lack of spatial continuity –– segregated uses and zones segregated uses and zones 
High consumption of energy, water, materialsHigh consumption of energy, water, materials



The purpose of the Local Design researchThe purpose of the Local Design research

To develop and test the sustainability of To develop and test the sustainability of 
alternative neighbourhood designs for alternative neighbourhood designs for 
outer city areas. These designs should be outer city areas. These designs should be 
inspired by local urban form theory and inspired by local urban form theory and 
practice and enable comparisons to be practice and enable comparisons to be 
made between different design made between different design 
philosophiesphilosophies
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Children Children –– restricted to homerestricted to home
Elderly and infirm lacking transportElderly and infirm lacking transport
Council tenants in outer estatesCouncil tenants in outer estates
Teenagers banned from assemblyTeenagers banned from assembly
People who are depressed or unemployedPeople who are depressed or unemployed
Low income people seeking workLow income people seeking work
Timid cyclists Timid cyclists 



Physical activity is a key to health, Physical activity is a key to health, 
but but ……

Walking and cycling down 20% 1993Walking and cycling down 20% 1993--20032003
20% of children have not had a 20 minute 20% of children have not had a 20 minute 
walk in the last yearwalk in the last year
Average shopping distance has increased Average shopping distance has increased 
by24%by24%
Cars taking children to school account for Cars taking children to school account for 
21% of peak travel21% of peak travel

DfT Report DfT Report –– Focus on Personal TravelFocus on Personal Travel



““Urban planners, engineers and architects Urban planners, engineers and architects 
must begin to see that they have a critical must begin to see that they have a critical 
role in public health. Similarly. Public role in public health. Similarly. Public 
health professionals need to appreciate health professionals need to appreciate 
that the built environment influences public that the built environment influences public 
health as much as vaccines and water health as much as vaccines and water 
qualityquality””

Richard Jackson, Director USARichard Jackson, Director USA’’s Centre for Disease Control s Centre for Disease Control 
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Accessibility to local Accessibility to local 
shopping centresshopping centres
Accessibility to Accessibility to 
schoolsschools
Accessibility to public Accessibility to public 
transporttransport
Accessibility to green Accessibility to green 
spacesspaces
Trips by foot or bikeTrips by foot or bike

800 m800 m

PS 600 and SS 1500 mPS 600 and SS 1500 m

400m 400m 

Provisionally 800mProvisionally 800m



Local Spatial FrameworksLocal Spatial Frameworks

Pod development

Cell development

Clustered development

Linear development

Local Development ArchetypesLocal Development Archetypes



Pods in Pods in FiltonFilton, Bristol, Bristol



A closed cell in A closed cell in LockleazeLockleaze, Bristol, Bristol



A cell cluster in A cell cluster in HenleazeHenleaze, Bristol, Bristol



Linear township Linear township 
around Gloucester around Gloucester 

Road, BristolRoad, Bristol



Greater London Case Study Areas Location MapGreater London Case Study Areas Location Map





Arterial road with linear retail centresArterial road with linear retail centres



Hays Town high streetHays Town high street



Leafy Hillingdon semi Leafy Hillingdon semi detatcheddetatched estatesestates



Higher density low quality Higher density low quality 
later development behind the later development behind the 
main road frontagemain road frontage



Typical carTypical car--based retail developmentbased retail development
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Baseline analysisBaseline analysis
Initial concepts for spatial scenariosInitial concepts for spatial scenarios
Meeting with Hillingdon plannersMeeting with Hillingdon planners
Working up the scenariosWorking up the scenarios
GIS application and testingGIS application and testing
Main stakeholder workshopMain stakeholder workshop
Refinement and evaluationRefinement and evaluation
conclusionsconclusions


