Archetypal layout:
extending the concept of the archetypal building
to streets and block layouts
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Back-to-back houses, Liverpool
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‘Quarter-detached’ houses, Wakefield




Frank Lloyd Wright,
Suntop Homes : ‘quarter-
detached’
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An archetypal built form Exploded view of lower floors of archetype

Light blue: side lit
Dark blue: top lit
Yellow: artificially lit
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Byelaw
terraces
in Swindon



Semi-
detached
houses

in Swindon



Detached and semi-detached
houses in Swindon



Semi-detached houses
Terrace houses Back-to-back houses New York tenements
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Gross floor space index (floor area/ ground area including roads)




Urban blocks as an archipelago
of islands in a sea of public space






‘Catchment areas’ associated with each
street, including frontage buildings, gardens etc



Excerpted strip
of street with frontage
buildings and streets



Archetypal street cross-section

B: building

FG: front garden
FW: footway
CW: carriageway
M: median strip
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Land uses
represented as
zones (A and B)
separate from
the skeletal
network
representation
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Land uses
represented
within a street
layout
archetype




